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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WAS H I N GTO N 





March 2, 1959 


MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director of Central Intelligence 
SUBJECT: Clearances for Access to Special Intelligence Data 


To avoid compromise of special intelligence information and 
of the highly sensitive sources from which it is obtained, it seems 
to me imperative that every reasonable precaution be taken to 
insure that the '‘Special need-to-know" requirement is met before 
anyone is processed and cleared for access to special intelligence. 
There is some reason to doubt that in all instances the departments 
and agencies concerned have rigorously applied this criterion 
prior to requesting that their personnel be cleared for such access. 

It is accordingly sxiggested, pursuant to applicable NSCIDs, 
that you consider initiating appropriate action, in consultation with 
the U.S. Intelligence Board, with a view to developing the facts 
and charting a course of action with respect to this situation. A 
first step might be an effort to ascertain the number of individuals 
who have been cleared, Then there might be indicated an examina- 
tion of criteria and procedures with respect to those who may be 
cleared in the future. In this way it is conceivable that attrition 
might sharply reduce the numbers thereby avoiding any requirement 
for cancellation of existing clearances. 

I would be glad to discuss this with you at your convenience. 
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